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Dear JoNATBAN, 


fg AM very glad to find that 
Fa you are as happy. in the 
Country, as I am in Town. 
Thank the Almighty „ we 
— all well in health, but under ſome 
B | alarms 


n 
alarms about the con ſequences of the 
News from Scotland, where it ſeems 
they are determined to diſcontinue the 
Cuſtom of Vaili- Giving. my 


I Have more than once heard, my 
Maſter ſay, that if the Scotch have leſs 
money, they have more wit in the diſ- 
poſal of it than their fellow ſubjects 
of England: but I never apprehended 
that they. had more Courage or Reſolution, 
or were more determined in purſuing 
* meaſures which they think — 


One of our r Londen News-Wiiters ao 
| ſays, © We are very glad to hear that 
e ſeveral of the Engliſh Nobility are de- 
<« termined to follow the laudable Ex- 
1 ample. Which in plain Engliſh, is | 
the ſame as to ſay, he hopes the Eng- 
liſh will Shake off the yoke of Vails, and 
4% as they pleaſe, in their own houſes ; 
mot pay more than they owe ; not buy 4 
thing 


[3] 
thing they do not like at the price ; nor ſell 
a thing they mean to give away. 


AFTER the example of the Society of 
_ Clerks to the Signet in Edinburgh, the 
| Faculty of Advocates in that City, are 
alſo come to the following reſolution. 
© The faculty of Advocates. obſerving, 
<« with pleaſure, the good effects of the 
< reſolutions for aboliſhing Vails to ſer- 
t vants in North-Britain, and, amongſt 
er others,” that taken by the faculty in 
“ February laſt ; and being deſirous to 
* contribute every thing in their power 
te to prevent the return of a practice ſo 
e pernicious and unhoſpitable, have fur- 
te ther reſolved to diſcharge their foot- 
« men from taking, after Martinmas 
ce next, the perquiſite of a Shilling, in 
© uſe to be given them when their 
« Maſters are conſulted, becauſe of its 
* reſemblance to Vails, and that it may 
© be made a handle again to introduce 
| B 2 * 
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"i a practice now ſo happily ſuppreſſed,” 


What think you? theſe ſegſble people 
having opened their own eyes, may per- 
chance open other people's alſo. The 
Lawyers ſeem determined not to do 


more than the Lew requires; and as 


there is no lau for giving Vail, they re- 
ſolve not to give them. The reaſons they 
aſſign are, FIRST, That the Cuſtom is de- 


ftruttive of the morals f Servants.: | 8E. 


CONDLY,, Wat it is a diſcredit to tbr 
police of their Kingdom. THIRDLY, That 
it is an interruption to Hoſpitality : and 
LASTLY, That it is a; Tax. upon the do- 
meftic - intercourſe of friends, If, my 
dear Brother, theſe are., good reaſons in 
Scotland, do you think: they will: be 
found bad ones in England? -, + 


' PeoPLE are grown too wiſe to. be 
ditigious ; yet I have often heard my 
Maſter ſay, that the Lawyers in England 
have a confiderable ſhare in the Govern- 
| ment 


Ld 


(s] 
ment of it; and if they are inclined to 
oppoſe bad Cuſtoms as well as bad Laws, 
it is probable they will aboliſh Vaili- 
Givi ing; at leaſt, in their private Capa- 
cities: and they are formidable when 
they appear in defence of truth, as well 


as when they plead for falſhood. 


As this ſeems to be an age of reforma- 
tion, it is a further reaſon to believe ſuch 
Steps will make ſome impreſſion on peo- 
ple's minds here in England, and particu-' 
larly in London, which leads the faſhion. 
Tell me, dear Jonathan, what you think: 
I proteſt to you I never heartily liked the' 
Cuſtom ; but I am told, ſome people of 
diſtinction very ſoberly maintain, that it 
is a good one, becauſe, ſay they, it keeps 
off the impertinence of poor Gentlemen, 
who may be glad of a good dinner, and 

ſupports a decorum and dignity. You 

- muſt not therefore conclude that we are 

fafe ; for this doQrine does not agree 

AI B 3 with 


[ 6 1 
with the common ſenſe. of the people. 
So far from ſupporting any dignity it 
requires only an ordinary ſhare of un- 
derſtanding to find out, that if /oillings 
and half- crowns are paſſports, any worth- 
leſs fellow: may, be admitted who has 
them; and if the want of them is to ex- 
clude men of Virtue and Underſtanding, 
Ignorance, Vice, and Vaili, will go toge- 
ther; and the Tables of the Great 
will in time loſe all dignity: but the 
truth is, that money is oftentimes a ſcarce 
commodity amongſt perſons of quality, 
and the bulk of them will be as glad as 
other people, to diſencumber themſelves 
of Vaili-giving. Be this as it may, if 
Noblemen and Gentlemen in England wait 
till they are all of one mind, either in 
this or any other buſineſs, you may be 
ſure that notbing will be done. | 


My dear Jonathan, I revere thy pro- 
by; and am more ſincerely thy friend 
_ 


(7] 

than if thou wert a rich man ; for thou 
can'ſt give me nothing but thy good 
Spirit. I love Truth more than Silver, 
and the name of Virtue is as delightful to 
my ears, as the ſoft Accents of my dear 
gentle Suſan's Voice. Thus fortified, I will 
tell thee what I hinkt; and I will do it 
with the ſame freedom that your good 
Maſter ſpeaks of Liberty, when he per- 
ſuades one that it would be glorious to 
die for it, as I dare ſay he is ready to do, 
tho' he acts as /avi/bly as his Neighbours, 
in regard'to the buſineſs in queſtion, 


| I AM not in what they call a great 
place, for J have received but 5/. in Vails 
all the bleſſed year paſt *®. My Wages 
are but 10/, Now if I could ſecure 
141. or even 130. 10s. certain, I think 
it would be better for me than 7heſe pre- 


* The Year 1759. 


B 4 carious 


£31 
carious i Vai? + for tho" 1 do not fy this 
to every body, 1 think it a moſt 2555 
Cuſtom, to watch, as it were, to pick the . 
pockets of my Maſter's friends, after hie 

as entertained them Ii a frient. When 
, obſerve a Gentleman look at me with 
apparent contempt and dj liſadain, who would 
otherwiſe meet my eyes with tlie falls 


and good- wrſhes that bunianity inſpi res; 1 
cannot help curſing the Cuſtom, at the 


very time that I receive an advantage 
by it. 


: * WAS once preſent m Lord ———'s 
Hall, in the Country, when his Servants 
were dran up in a double 1 row. There 


were four out of livery to be paid At 
25 64. pet head, and. / in Itvery at 18, 
per head, amounting to 165. payable by 
each gueſt; theſe being eight in number, 
tho total Sum given, or rather paid, the 
Servants, (for there ſeemed to be no 
freedom to denominate it a Gif?) amount- 

ed 


WE. 

ed to 6“. 86. for my Lord's dinner, 
which (according to the beſt calculation, 
Servants wages and wine included) did 
not coſt above 31. and allowing 1L 
Bou ſe-· rent and Taxes, and 11. profit, upon 
the principle of an Inn-keeper's Reckon- 
ing, my Lord overcharged 11. 8. But 
what ſtruck me moſt was, when Lord 
—— (who was one of the Eight 
Gueſt ) preſented his /aft half-Crown, be 
'breathed out a heavy groan, which made 
the Company /augh aloud at his humour, 
notwithſtanding the Noble Earl, the 
Maſter of this Right Honourable Enter- 
tainmemt, was walking with them. Doi 
thou not think our good Maſters are really 
mad? © 

What is the meaning of all this? I do 
aſſure thee, Jonathan, tho' I was but a 
Servant, and no actor in this Scene; as 
a man who had not loſt my Reaſon, my 
face maſt have diſcovered my confufion 3 
i ſo 


1 0 

ſo naturally do we bluſh for our own 
Species when they act fookſbly ; and 
when Great Men depart from their dig- 
ity, and ſuffer themſelves to be inſulted 
by little ones; or the Maſter becomes a 
| Daze to the Servant. 


One af: our brotherhood has lately 
written a Letter to the Printer of the 
Gazetteer under the name of Integrity, 
which runs thus. 


3 Sir, * | ; 
„IJ Have made an obſervation, that 
te you are always willing to give each 
e party an opportunity to vindicate their 
« own cauſe. By giving this a place in 

ce your paper, you will not only oy 
« but ſerve thouſands. 15 


„ IHAVE ; been fifteen years a ſervant; 
« the nine laſt I have lived with a Gen- 


Aleman in the middling Ration of life; 
cc and 


4 4 


Fs” 
e and having made a memorandum of 
< my gain and expences, I am able to 
cc give a true eſtimate of the ſame. My 
. « wages for the firſt four years were 6/. 
&« per year, the other five at 7/. per 
te year; the whole nine years wages a- 
e mounts to the ſum of / 59 o © 
| My vails and perquiſites in 
the ſaid term amounts to the 
ſum and no more than — 25 7 6 


ä — OY 


— 


Which * added toge= 
ther makes my nine years 


gains to be — 84 7 6 


2 


My expences, one year with another, viz. 
For four pair of ſhoes, at 6s. 


per pair — I 4 © 
For mending ditto, at 28. * | 
pair — 0:-4 0 


F or three ſhirts, the —— | 
mending, . — 0 15 9 
| For 


{iz ] 
For” three neckeloths, at 25. | 
eich S : = 6 ' 'O 
Kor two pair * tocking, at 8” 
48. per pait F 8 0 
For waſhing the whole year 1 10 0 
For one wig In two 1 is 


O ptr y © "0 OR 6 
For ſpending money, when 8 
out late at nights, Se. 0 5 0 


N 8 
1 By — = £ . 


ꝗꝶ6ꝛ P 


The real — in one your is 8 


— ——— 


Which i in bebe ears amounts „ 


98ꝗ3ũ—2ùr —_- 


— 


Which _ g deducted from 
the fum above, there will 


remain, clear gains, in nine 
vers = 36 2 3 
N ae PR 


Axp now, Sir; if 1 had no vails, as 
Pld wiſhes, I ſhould have had 


no more to ſhew for my nine years ſer - 
. vice, 


[13] 
vice, than 10/. 145, 9d. a great ſum, in 


S + SS a 


fckneſs, or other alin... I am, Sir, 
with ſubmiſſion, your * humble ſcr- 


vant, 
IN TEGRI TY. 


P. Where there is one- that gets 
more, there as ror that el 47 vey 


— you are to underſtand, is 
the name in which two ſenſible letters have 
been written againſt Vals. — Integrity, F 
ſappoſe, tells the Truth,” and plain matter 
of Fact, as to hrmfelf and ſome others, and 
we may leatn from him to be Oeconomiſt 
but ſuppoſing Vails had not heen in uſe ; 
his Maſter might have well gforded to 
pay him 8 /. a year for the four fir/t years; 
and 12 J. a year for the fre laßt: he is 
certainly in the right that we ſhould lay 
up ſomething for a n day, and at this 

rate 


[14] 
rate our good friend Integrity would have 
been 71. 125. 6d. richer than he is now ; 
probably more eaſy in his Service, I may 
venture to ſay more upright, and con- 


ſequently more e. 


Wirn regard to expence, we muſt 
give our Mqſlers leave to judge, in what 
manner they chuſe to make it; but I 
am confident that Integrity's Maſter, 
would have found more SatisfatFzon in 
paying the wages above mentioned, great 
as they may appear, than in ſupplying 
his own pockets, or his Wife's, his Son's, 
or his Daughter's with Shillings and half 
Crowns, to give away. What is 33 J. * 
for a family, or even a /ingle man, for nine 
years ? It Integrity's Maſter dines out of 
ten, or his miſtreſs plays at Cards, it is 
well for them if 33. pays for one year 
only. If this is the Caſe, then, both 


Mafier and Servant would have been 


* 
2 5 Years at 5. addition is * 
1 4 Ditto at 21. ditto 33. 


much 


[ 75 ] 
much the richer ; there would have 
been more comfort, eaſe, and propriety in 
the Conduct of both. All parties would 
have eſtimated their Expences better, and 
would not have ſpent nine years in piay- 
ing at Croſs-purpoſes, and tormenting one 
another as it were for paſtime, Fr 


Ix we judge of things by the ſtan- 
5 of Truth and Reaſon, there is a 
rule to walk by. If we reſolve to eſti- 
mate them by caprice and faſhion, the 
greater fools men are, the more they 
act in Character. You may think me 
too ſcrupulous, but I mt tell you, that 
this Cuſtom has a ſtrong tincture of In- 
Juſtice. I have no right to money on theſe 
occafions. It is true, my Maſter has ta- 
citly given me leave 70 get all I can, as 
other Servants do : his friends &:ow this, 
and they think it Proper, or at leaſt ne- 
ceſſary, to give me money, becauſe they 
know it; for they hardly would give me, 


if they — the cantrary. But if my 
| Maſter 


[a6] 

Maſter has no right to demand payment 
for that which: he has vauntartiy given 
how can I accept of payment for it? Hit is 
nat a ſpecies of injuſlice, is it not a breach 
of generofity, to permit me. to receive 
payment at his door, for a thing which. 
he has fairly and freely giuen ? 1 know 
that Cuſtom has given a Sanction to the 

fracbice, and therefore it may be thought 


. abſurd to call it Injuftice 3 but Juſtice it 


is not, unleſs my Maſter will acknowlege 
that when he invited his friends, he did 
mean that they ſhould pay for the Dinner 3 
if he meant that they ſhould nor pay any 
thing, eould he as an hone oft man ſu fer 
any payment to be made? or could I, as 
an honeſt man, receive it on the terms ĩt 
is ſuppoſed to be offered, which is nei- 
ther more nor leſs than A pecuniary a- 
knowledgment for having dined with -my 
Mafter ?——Call it by What name you 
pleaſe ; if it is not a 4. iſboneſt act, it is a 
mean one and I am ſure my Maſter 


would 12 


1 


won ſd not 0. le to vindicate it, tho he 
NG it is. done under his Sanction and 
Authority. Thus if. we judge of it, in 
the ſame manner as we judge of other 
common things in life; it muſt be ace 
knowledg ed at Teaſt* mean and UNgenerous, 


and Mang, and U enerouſueſs are Cou- 
ſm-Oermans tO D505 0. . 


1 94141 13 1 


3s pur b 15 the Tea part 4 che iniqui- 
ty; 7; DIG it is hot only 7 thoſe who eat our 
Miter Pietuuli, FF are thus taxed, but | 
thoſe WhO fupply all the heceſſaries for 
thei fables, Perſins, Equipages, and e — 
for the fürnitürè of their houſes. 
Miſter for thſfanice would pay for Fs 
thing, ready Mon the 7 radeſman need 
And therefore he bought not 
than the reudy. money pri- 
b. But it is bn df the Myfterits of ſomt 
Frateſmen, tö Kerp up a bilf for r or 
ele months, "becauſe, ſay" thicy, it's 
e moe 


44} 4 $4 To 


Woh Tay: 


[8] 

more eaſy to receive ſums in the groſs: 
and we may be ſure, that Great Families 
pay great Intereſt; and thoſe Maſters who 
purpoſely decline paying till the end of the 
year, muſt likewiſe expect to pay good 
intereſt, The evil practice 1 mean to 
tell thee of, is when ſervants ſuffer more 
to be charged than they know the thing 
to be worth; and to let the Tradeſman un- 
derſtand that he ng charge in this man- 
ner, in order that he may be enabled to 
give handſome Vails at the. time of payment. 
ill this paſs for honefly ? If the 
Tradeſman charges only ſuch moderate 
prices as will not allow room for Yails, 
'tis five to one if he is not miſrepreſented 
and diſcharged the ſervice of the family. 
Will this alſo paſs for honeſty? I grant 
this practice i is not uni verſal: God forbid 
it ſhould! It is not carried into every 
family, yet. it would confound thy modeſty 
to relate to thee, my dear Fonathan, half 
that I have heard, from the confeſſions of 

ſome 


1191 

ſome of our Cloth. I have therefore reſolved 
to ſet my face againſt Vails; and as I am 
confident that Virtue makes men happy, 
and Vice miſerable, in doing this I ſhall 
ſerye my . brotherhood in general, tho 
againſt their will, and probably fave ſome 
Necks from the Gallows, and man ö Souls 
r e oh 


My Maſter i is not aware that he has 
taught me to be a CasvisrT, and that I 
employ-my reaſoning, in ſome reſpects, 
againſi him, but as it is more directly 
againſi myſelf, he will pardon me.] love 
and reſpect him with all my Soul, and 
am therefore deeply intereſted to ſup- 
port his honour, He often tells me, 
that J have a generoſity of Spirit above my 
Station, but whatever he may conceive 
of ny Station, I find it too comfortable 
to think of forſaking it, till I am well 
. of changin 8 for the better. 


© 2 Indeed 


[+] 
| Thdeed, Jonathan, I am heartily ſorry 
to ſee à Cuſtom prevail, which is pregnant 
with ſuch complicated miſchiefi, and has 
ſuch a tendency to create diſcontent, and 
diſturb "the harmony of families. Our 
Vails are ſo much the object of our 
thoughts, that we meaſure the - merits 
of our Maſters and Mzfirefſes by this 
ſtandard: if they are fook/bly laviſh of 
their money out of their houſes, we de- 
Hie them; if they are prudent at home, 
With regard to Compaiy, we alſo deſpiſe 
them under a notion of their want of ge- 
tion is eaſy to freedom of ſpeech, and if 
3 abizſe ſhould follow, it is no ſtrange thing 
amongſt us. It is chiefly on account of 
"theſe Emolunients, that good ſervants are 
frequently diſſatisfied, and bad ones never 
plrad. The Maſer becomes ſigiciaus 
of the conduct of his ſer uant, and' nei- 
ther. Maſter nor Servant really live in a | 
ſtate of Charity: neither means the other 


t 23 G1 R any 


21 1 , 

any fubRantial good, tho they are > forced 
into a kind of mutual dependance. There 
is a certain mixtute of Folly and Kna- 
very ariſing from this Cuſtom, that is 
an inexhauſtible ſource of Diſruft and 
Suſpicion, Were our Maſters to ex- 
amine things to the bottom, they would \ 
And, that the Cuſtom of Yails-giving has 
opened ſo wide @ door to Avarice in one, 
Vnſolence in another, and Rapine, or De- 
zauchery in a third, that I think it will 
deſtroy irſelf e're long; but it had better 
be prevented before it has done more miſ 
chief, and whilſt we Gentlemen in Livery 
can make good terms for ourſelves. 


Sor I am ſo deep in the Subject, I 
muſt inform you, that there has lately 
appeared here in the New's Papers, ano- 
ther letter ſigned Solomon Skip, in which 
there are ſome very ſhrewd remarks. —He 
gives a Catalogue of Enormities, ſuppoſed 

C3 to 


[22]. 
to be. practiſed in high /ife, under the de- 
nomination of fees and perquiſites, and 
| ſuppoſes them to be of the ſame nature 
as Vails extorted by thoſe in the rank of 
Servants. After recounting ſeveral Offi- 
ces of great Importance, in which the 
fees and perquifites greatly exceed the 
Salaries ; and obſerving that ſome Maſ- 
ters live at four times the expence that 
their Salaries amount to, he acknowleges 
as follows. © . readily own the vices of 
50 my order, but they are epidemical in 
* our days, The Times, as Hamlet ſays, 
* are out of joint ; and depravity, it 
«© myſt be confeſſed, too univerſally pre- 
&« vails. If Maſters and Miſtreſſes lead. 
& diſſolute lives, is it reaſonable to ex- 
tei pect their Servants ſhould do other- 
« wiſe? Has a Lord a fairer pretence to 
« turn gambler than a footman ? or has a 
% Lady reaſon to expect the obſervance 
« of degorum 1 in Servants, who is in no 
| a ſingle 


ec 
cc 


[ 23] 
ſingle inſtance a practiſer of it her- 
elf?“ He goes on thus. 


« By what I have ſeen, mankind, aye 


ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


,cc 


cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 


«c 


and Womenkind too, all would be the 
enjoyers of indulgence, but not the 
allowers of it to others, Let it how- 
ever be remembered, that we are 
all alike the ſons of Adam, and the 
daughters of Eve ; we partake equally 
in their frailties from natural imper- 
fection; and therefore we ſhould par- 
don in others, what we treſpaſs in 
ourſelves. But I am ſo honeſt as to 
own, that there appears a great mean- 
neſs in the preſent mode of Friendly 
intercourſe: nay, I am inclined to be- 
lieve, there are great ragueries practiſed 
by many Servants : but villainy, tho 
too general, is not univerſal among 
them, and I believe the moſt part of 
what is praiſed, might be prevented 
by the wiſe and good conduct of 

C 4 & Maſters 
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« Maſters and M ;fereſſer,' I am tierey 


© fore no enemy myſelf to the neceſſary 
As reformation, but I think it ſhould be 


Le general, and among all orders, and 


* then we may hope t become an 
e honourable and happy people. Bat 


cc while roguery ; is ſucceſsfully practiſed 


„ in high hfe, it will be eertainly aimed 


& at in hf and it vll be Perdelly th 


bc juſtice, to tolerate it in ane more than 


the other. Let all kinds of pergui/ites 


< then be effectually taken away, and a 
« competent ſtipend ſubſtituted to every 


© man in their place, If this be done in 
«other employments, and reſblutely 
kept up to, I take upon myſelf to an- 
* ſwer for all of onr cloth,” that they will 
© be ready, like me, to accept of a mode- 


* n eqtifoatent ; and, thereby contri- 


cc bute their ſhare towards public #ignity 


« ond advantage,” 


Thou 


1 255)! 

Thou ſee'ſt Fonathan, how mankind 
reaſon in defence of themſelves, and u p- 
on what a precarious iſſue Mr. Skip 
would put this reformation, I cannot ſay 
any thing as to the truth or faiſhood of his 
Aſſertions; but ſure I am, that one fault 
I; more eafily mended: than #wo ; and 
what is univerſally acknowledged, ſooner 
remedied than what is dubious ; and con- 
ſequently the Vails of Servants more 
eaſily corrected than the fees of Offices. 
Beſides, if I am fookfb and wicked, will 
you be ſo, merely becauſe I am richer 
than you ? Had you not rather be a good 
Servant than a bad Maſter, or a poor 
good man than a rich [wicked one? In 
whatever rank of life we are, let us 
acquit ourſelves well. The grand pur- 
poſe of living, my dear Brother, is to 
prepare for an after-account, at that tri- 
bunal where all earthly diſtinctions are 
* Remember this and fly from Tempra- 


tion, 
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tions, bowever glittering they may _ 
40 the oye. TINY 


Ur ox the ee when, Mr. Stis 
is in earneſt, either i in deſiring a continy.. 
"ance of 7 ails, or a moderate equivalent i in 
Wages, there is nothing in his argu- 
ments which alters my Opinion. It is 
confeſſed, that in the ordinary courſe of 
things, virtue ſhould deſcend, and to ſay 
the truth, Vicious as they may be, I ap- 
prehend that our Maſters have in general 
more virtue than ourſelves ; but in this 
inſtance it may aſcend, and the Maſter 
be ſhamed out of his Vices, from his 
obſervance of the Virtue of his Servant . 
and the Virtue of Servants will certainly 
encreaſe, if Vails are aboliſhed. 


To conſider things as they are, we 
have ſeen probity, fincerity, greatneſs of 
mind, with indefatigable Application, 
ſhine forth amidſt the Dangers and Ter- 

= rors 
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rors of war, with tranſplendent bright- 
neſs, in ſome Characters, both in Office, 
and out of it. Their ruling-paſſion be- 
ing the good of others, we may ſafely truſt 
to it: tho' they ſhould not ſucceed in 
all their wiſhes, they cannot fail of do- 
ing us great good, whilſt they keep Vir- 
fue in countenance ; therefore, next to 
Heaven, we ought to look up to ſuch men 
as our deliverers ! Thoſe who move in a 
lower ſphere, cannot poſſibly influence the 
manners of the Nation, in the ſame de- 
gree; but we may conſider an honeft and 
underſtanding man, who acts well his part 
as a faithful Footman, and is exemplary 
in his life, as having no contemptible ſhare 
in promoting the happineſs of his Country. 


Wirn Mr. Sp's good leave, fo far 
from its being any imputation on the 
conduct of our Maſters, to move in 
this Affair, it will be much to their 
honour, and one great proof of their 

| virtue 
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duietue; and of heir —— too, if 
ey do reform this _ | 


*, * ry IR 
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rms Cuſtom 1 0 badly com- 
plained of as vexatiows in itſelf, and per- 
iczous in its conſequences, one may 
wonder) how it comes to exiſt ſo long: 
It is not in the bteaſt of a King to com- 
pel his ſubjects to be virtuous, bat it is 
in their oαNͤf pour to be ſo; and as they 
ace ſeldom inelined to be vicious for the 
fake of Vice, or foaliſb for the ſake of Folly, 
it is amazing to me that this Abs has not 
been long ſince deſtroyed root and branch: 
und you will pleaſe to obſerve, that 
Mer! Skip very ingenuouſly acknowleges it 
to be a-great abuſe ; therefore let what 
will happen, 1 in regard to other faults, I 
| cannot help thinking that 1 it is high time | 


to ih this. 


1 An alfo of Opinion, if. we ſervants 


Kiiew "what we had to depend on, and 
truſted 


129 
truſted only to our Maſters and Miftreſſes 
for marks of bounty, the connection bes 
tween Maſter and Servant would be 


ſtrengthened very much, and: oftentimes 
carried to the heights of frrend/bip. We 
ſhould often receive marks of their Li- 
berality, in proportion: to our - Afiduttys 
Faithſwleſs and Ingenuityzand their Af 
Paence anti Genergiey. And how ofteti 
do we ſes great inſtances of Virtue diſ- 
played in our rank; when ſome who are 


born Gentlemen, give reit of Souls Hot 


fit for * eder 
| T1 FO. ; 03 Der A 
I aw Won certain that * Aboli- 
tron of Vailt will be the reſtoration of 


the harmony of Families, as much as 
the reformation of any Abuſe can be; 


The eſlablitment of Servants will be retis 
dered more permanent; and as Tempta- 
tions to Vice will be ſo much the farther 
removed, e e * that the "x 


_— e - Sas; + — _— S dD- 2 — — —„— _ Ss 
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will be the better entitled to the reward. 
of Virtue ; and the world is not ſo-wirked, 
but that many are ready to reward Vir- 
tue, when Vice had need be gilded over, 
to claim any Attention. We ſhould 
probably find more indulgence in Sic#- 
zeſs, and old Age; greater promotion and 
Aſilance in caſe of Wedlock ; and there 
would be more conjugal Faith in our 
rank of life. Thoſe who have been c- 
cuſtamed to receive money in this clandeſ- 
tine manner, muſt needs be more open to 
Temptation than others who are entirely 
chaſie with regard to every kind of Bribery, 
If our hearts were rendered more 
pious and ſubmiſſive, we might expect 
greater bleſſings on our heads, and become 
ſo much the more the care of Providence: 
and ſurely, Fonathan, there is a Provi- 
dence that Ct the 1 £ 


Ap how ſtands our Sa to 
the AMolition of this Cuſtom ? Can you 
tell 
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tell me how we are to help our ſelves? 
Thoſe who think they can follow a 
more profitable Employment, are at their 
Liberty to do it : but between you and I, 
it ſeems as if thoſe would demonſtrate the 
moſt wiſdom, who knowing when they are 
well, ſubmit with a good Grace. 


| You are to underſtand that general as 
foil. giving is, there are ſome perſons of 
great Quality, and ſome of the nercan- 

tile world, diſtinguiſhed for their virtue, 
who will not ſubmit to this Cuftom, and 
have long ſince broken through i it. Others 
talk of entering into a Covenant not to give 
Vails. Upon my honour, Fonathan, was 
I in their caſe, I ſhould think i it a much 
leſs diſgrace to clean my own Shoes, than to 
be afraid of my own Servants, as many of 
our good Mafters ſeem to be: that is, 
they are afraid we ſhall leave them, and 
imagine they . ſhall be left in diftreſs, 
Alas 


: evfeved to their Maſters, But thus it is, 


„ 
Alas poor men! they do not think of the 
diſtreſs of us Servants when we want 
places, nor confider that they hold the 
Wealth of the Nation, nt ul. If they 
underſtood what belonged: to their own. 
Agnity and freedom, they would ſoon 
find that they have nothing more to do, 
than to ſhow their Spirit in acting a 
right part'; and not their pride in actin g 
4 wrong one; and if each detetmines for 
hitnſelf, not to comply wich 4 Cuſtom 
which they all condemn, their buſineſs is 
done. If they 40 not give, we tant 


Lale, unleſs we turn pick-pockets, in the 


li teral ſenſe of the word. "Our Mart 
are now angry with themfelves- for com- 
mitting a faul which they have not cru 
Late beugt to bai. 


AIr k fulnohar Yea" whit 051 
mould thus emaue Maſters to Servants, 
in & Country where | Servants art Bever 


and 
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and they are held in the bonds of their 
own Puſillanimity, as it were, by art- 
magic. Whilſt we win, moſt of us will 
laugh, on two accounts ; firſt, becauſe 
we gain, and next becauſe of the extra- 
vagancy which affords ſuch gain. 


ISsENT you, by the Waggon, a Play, 
call'd, High Life below Stairs : you will 
ſee the Characters are wrought up very 
high; but the portrait has ſo firiking a 
likeneſs of the Original, that any one 
may diſcover for whom it was intended. 
I have ſeen many real Scenes much like 
it, tho' in general, you are to underſtand 
that I am looked upon as 7 poor, and 
Zoo proud, to mix in the riotous Parties 
which are ſometimes formed by our bro- 
therhood, in this great Town, 


I Au now writing to you, as to my 
friend, and my brother: I have confeſſed 
to you, that Vail appear to have been 

D the 
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the cauſe of infinite extravagancies : and I 
will tell yon, moreover, that this Cuſtom, 
in its Conſequences, is ſometimes the cauſe 
of the ruin of Families, The reaſon is 
very obvious: as there are no bounds fixed 
to theſe Emoluments, there are no bounds to 
their deſires who partake of them; and as 
many Maſters and Miſtreſſes, I am ſorry 
to tell thee, are very indolent, and truſt 
to us intirely, we make them believe 
we are very difinterged, at the very mo- 
ment that we are indifferent whether 
they nt or ſwim. And can they be ſur- 
prized at this? Does any one love ano- 
ther for being foohſb? By them we gain 
no more than the regular wages we 
receive; and this is reckoned as a thing 
of courſe; whereas our profits ariſe from 

a right undenſtanding with their Tradeſ- 
men, the wanton liberality of their friends : 

and the money extorted from them, and 
conſequently the greater folly and ex- 


9 prevail, the better for us, 
Gh- 
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Glorious Ames, when the intereſt of Maſe 
ters and their Servants ſo menen 
* n ur! E 


„0 n dme ile this Cuſtom has 
turned the brains of half of us \ Domeſ- 
tier in England,” with fond conceits 
of our own importance, as if we  #eally 
could live as we pleaſed.” If ſome of our 
cloth would try what it is to bear a brown 
Muſter, they would find @ little difference, 
T believe; granting the Soldier's honour to 
be greateſt, and that it is now ſaſbionable 
to fight, and to be truly honoured for 
fighting. 


I have convinced ſome of my fellow Ser- 
wants, and particularly my dear Suſan, 
that this Cuſtom is the cauſe of the Unhap- 
pineſs they complain of, when they know 
not what they would have: That it is an 
enemy to good order, and equally deſtructive 
af rm and Subordination: That it 

D 2 tends 
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tentls to feed pride, and promote Luxury in 
low life : That were it not for this, we 
, ſhould not be ſo indifferent about a Place, 
for no other reaſon than that the family is 
pious, calm, or quiet, without buſtle, noiſe, 
or gaming : That from this cauſe it ariſes 
that the ſame regularity which ſhould give 
every ſober Domeſtic great joy, becomes a 
ſubject of Sorrow to Servants, not affording 
them Opportunities of collecting Shillings 
and half-Crowns, by the uſual Cuſtom of ob- 
taining involuntary payments for Dinners, 
Cards, &c: That the conſequence of theſe 
Evils muſt be felt from generation to 
generation; and if not amended, will be 
injurious to the probity and general Cha- 
rafter of the Nation: That had we Servants 

a moderate encreaſe of Wages, in lieu of 

Vails, we ſhould enjoy more Peace and Com- 
fort, and learn to ſhow real love and reſpect 
for our Maſters and their families : That 
inſtead of ridiculing the Virtues of our Maj- 
ters, we ſhould confider their faults and im- 
Per. fections, 
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perfeftions, more with ſorrow than deriſion, 
and pay them that homage which the laws 
of God, and a due reſpect to the happineſs 
of Society, demand of us : Laſtly, I have 
urged; That granting no Character to be 
more amiable than that of a good Servant; 
a good Maſter muſt come in the firſt place, 
ſince it is more eaſy to obey, than to govern, 


Wu I have ventured to talk in this 
ſtrain, our maids tell me, that I am 
certainly turned Methodiſt, Heaven bleſs 
them all! I mourn to behold genero/ity 
and piety run mad; and am anxious, from 
the love I bear to Mankind, to ſee all our 
Maſicrs and Miſtreſſes reſtored to their 
right minds, Nothing is more clear to 
myapprehei:fion, than that Vail. giving is 
degenerated, on the one /ide(to ſay no worſe 
of it) into meanneſs, and perplexity, vex- 
ation, and venality ; as on the other, zeal 
without knowledge, and piety without 


ſenſe, is ſubverſrve of all civil and religious 
D 3 Govern- 
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Government. But foraſmuch as this way 
of paying Servants in Yazls, deſtroys the 
Morals of above half a Millia of people, 
who are immediately affected by it, and 
ſeveral whole Millions who are injured in 
its conſequences ; Method:ſm has not yet 
very much injured many thouſands, and 
perhaps done good, to ſome very bad 
people; ſo that, the latter ſeems to 
be the leaſt evil of the tuo. I can 
tell thee, moreover, that as virtue and 
true piciy always walk hand. in hand, 
if this vicious Cuſtom of Vails giving 
were aboliſhed, it would be as a poniard 
in the very heart of Methodiſm. Miſta- 
ken notions of piety might be thus ſup- 
| planted by a more regular Subordination; 
a. more fintere obedience to Superiors; a 
more ſolid devotion; and a more equal and 
uniform obſervance of the precepts and 
commands of the great Lord and Maſter of 
us all! 
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I ToLD you in my laſt, of a Play repre- 
ſented here, in ridicule of Methodiſm 
which ſome pretend has produced very 
good effects; but if the aboliſhing Yauls, 
and introducing domeſtic Virtue, does not 
more eſſential ſervice to the Community, 
than twenty ſuch Theatrical Repreſenta- 
tions, I will renounce all pretenſions to 
the knowledge of Religion and Politics, 
Indeed, Jonathan, when I hear the abuſe 
of the language of the Holy Scriptures, 
the ſubject of laughter; I tremble leſt the 
true ſenſe of it ſhould either not be at- 
tended to at all, or /aughed at alſo. We 
are apt to go into extremes; and if right 
medicines are not uſed, we may increaſe 
the diſeaſe, and true Religion may be 
wounded through the ſides of Enthufiaſm. 


As my Maſter is often abroad, and I 
have not ſufficient employment at home, 
by his permiſſion, I chuſe to ſpend my 
. Be time 
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time in his /udy, rather than at an ale- 
houſe. T muſt be always occupied: if I 
am not doing good, I ſhall be doing evil. 
1 have alſo the ſtronger inducement to 
read, from my obſervation, how very 
few in our ſituation, ſcaſon their conver- 
ſation with any ſentiments of religion, 
or ſeem to know any thing of the mat- 
ter; as if we were not at all concerned 
in it. The reaſon ſeems to be plainly 
this. We have generally money enough, 
by means of Wages and Vails, eſpecially 
ia great Cities, to gratify our inclinations 
to Vice; and not having principles derived 
from Education, hint little about the 
value of our Souls; and too many of us 
do really convert the undiſtinguiſbing 
bounty of cur Maſters, into a Curſe. 


So far from complaining of hardſhips 
if happineſs conſiſts in tranquility, and 
the enjoyment of the common boun- 
ties of Heayen, there are but few real 

Gen- 
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Gentlemen who have ſo many comforts, 
or ſo few cares as myſelf, My Maſter 
conſiders me as his Friend, and I never 
forget that I am his Servant. He talks 
to me ſometimes of death and a future 
State of rewards and puniſhments, in 
ſuch a manner, as convinces me that be be- 
lieves in them; and I reckon it the 
higheſt proof of his good-will, that he 
recommends 0 me, a ſtedſaſt belief in the 
great Truths of Chriſtianity, and a prac- 
tice ſuitable to ſuch belief. 


Wurd he has tired his own eyes, I 
ſometimes read to him, and he is pleaſed 
when I aſk him any zntereſting queſtion, 
but this I do very ſparingly. He lives 
much in the world; thinks freely ; talks 
ſeberly ; diſputes calmly; is zealous in pro- 
moting the happineſs of mankind ; laughs 
at ſome follies ; tho he is more diſpoſed 
to weep at others: in his Health valetudi- 


pary, and in his dre of life, ſeemingly as 
moderate, 
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moderate, as in his love of money: he 
is generous to a fault, and often for- 
gets that he is not rich, As he js 
abroad the moſt part of the day, his 
pleaſure in the Evening, is to collect 
his Obſervations, and to contrive or im- 
Prove ſome uſeful Deſign. He writes 
often to the world at large ; ſometimes in 
his own name, ſometimes a borrowed 
name, and frequently without any name 
at all. He is now writing Letters to the 
Duke of „ but as he has not 
communicated to me, any thing of the 
ſubject of them, I think my Curioſity 
would be as vicious as a Neus-Mriter's, 
or a Coffee-houſe Politician's, when he 
reaſons on the probability of the place 
for which @ ſecret Expedition is intend- 
.ed.—As to faults and infirmities, thou 
knoweſt, no mortal is without; I leave 
my Mgſter's, to his enemies; and the more 
as he commands himſelf, as you do your 


-Maſter's managed horfe. Upon the whole, 
he 
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[ 
he ſeems determined to be as virtuous as 


he can, and as happy as his ſituation will 
permit, 


Tnov knoweſt, my dear Tonathan, 
what a pleaſure it is, tho' in the cha- 
rater of a Footman, to ſerve thoſe 
whom we love; and to receive kind- 
neſſes at the hand of him for whoſe 
happineſs one would almoſt wiſh to die. 
Ob, Jonathan, F this affeion of the Soul 
is ſo ſtrong, with reſpect to a man like 
ourſelves, what ought to be the gratitude 
of a Chriſtian towards his Great Lord, 
his Friend, his Inſtruftor, and Redeemer ! 


I nave more affection for my Ma fter, 
than for any man living, yourſelf except- 
ed; I love and honour him, and I am 
ſure he has a great regard for me; I am 
therefore determined, 10 propoſe to him to 
give me ſuch an encreaſe of wages, as be 
ſhall think proper, in exchange for Yarls, 
which 
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which I ſhall moſt willingly renounce. 
But as I know him to be a man of reſo- 
lution, J hope he will come at a ſhorter 
method 7o reform himſelf, fo far as he is 
guilty of this national folly, than by afſo- 
ciating in any formal manner; for J ap- 
prehend that he will not do himſelf 
honour by it as an Engliſhman. We are 
Servants, Jonathan, not Maſters ; we 
may ſerve, or let it alone, for what is 
offered us; but we cannot pretend to 


 diftate, 


BErokE I finiſh my Letter, I muſt 
obſerve to you that there is another 
weighty Reaſon to be taken into the 
Argument. If the Cuſtom in queſtion 
took its riſe from great Aftuence, the 
Oeconomy which the vaſt demand for 
money, for the preſent war, renders 
neceſſary, will, by an almoſt unavoidable 
conſequence, change ſome of our Cuſtoms : 
you and I pay nothing, at preſent, but we 

love 
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love our Country, and I think it is out hap- 
pineſs to have been born in it, tho' it is 
our lot to be Footmen. 


A FURTHER reaſon offers itſelf to 
my thoughts, why, I wiſh our a- 
ternity would very ſeriouſly ſolicit their 
Maſters for the Abolition of Vails and 
an encreaſe of Mages: their repug- 
nancy may poſſibly terminate in the other 
extreme; our Maſters may ceaſe to 
give Vails, without any augmentation of 
wages in lieu of them; and if our Bre- 
thren in livery have ſenſe enough to be 
aware of this, they will be g/ad to enter 
into reaſonable terms, in order to ſecure 
the main chance. Thoſe Lords and Gen- 
tlemen who have ſhown their Spirit in 
breaking through the Cuſtom, will not 
return to it lite the Dog to the vomit: 
and their example muſt 'ere long ope- 
rate on thouſands who only waited for 
ſuch a Precedent, that they might break 

| their 
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their Yoke alſo, I am fure that any man 
who reſolves not to give, ſhould not al- 
low his Servants to tate; and whoever 
agrees with his own Servants that they 
ſhall: not take, may well excaſe himſelf 
from giving. Put if any Mafters are 
determined to play the fort with their own 
| fortune and dignity, and ſuffer no Yails 
to be taken, within their own doors, and 
yet give them in other peoples houſes, 
| thus cheating themſelves, and ſupporting 
the very Cuſtom they mean to deſtroy, 
4 the humour is ſo abſurd, it cannot prevail 

in any great degree. 


III Tx to you in confidence of your 
Secreſy ; but I have ſo high an opinion 
1 of my Maſter, that if this Letter ſhould 
| undergo his inſpection, I believe he 
| would not think the worſe of me. 
= Dropping all conſiderations of ny flation 
in life, I declare to you I am aſhamed, 
when I hear that perſons of great for- 


tune, 
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lune, and high education, Lords and Gen- 
tlemen, Churchmen and Soldiers, T; radeſ=. 
men and Mechanics, with one common 
conſent, as it were by a Charm, unite in 
conjuring up difficulties, and complaining 
of hardſhips, which exiſt only in their 
timorous imaginations, So long as they 
give, we ſhall ate, and we cannot take 
any longer. 


You have heard with what facility the 
Cuſtom has been aboliſhed, where men 
of Spirit have fer heartily about it; par- 
ticularly the Gentlemen , of the Grand 
Fury of the County of Northumberland < 


theſe have. really and truly. reſolved to 
aboliſh Yarls-giving : I have a certain 


account of it ; and it appears by their 
own Advertiſement, viz, 


Northumberland, Aug. 6, 17603. 
% The. High Sheriff, and Grand Jury 
of this County, being unanimouſly of 
opinion, 
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opinion, that the giving of Vails to Ser- 
vants, is attended with may inconveni- + 
ences ; do for themſelyes agree, and 


recommend to the county in general, 
that the practice of giving Vails, Card- 
money, Fees, or Gratuities to Servants, 

upon any account whatſoever, ceaſe from 
Martinmas next, and that a reaſonable - 


Addition be made to their Wages,” 


Robert Bewick, Sheriff, Giles Allcock, 
Walter Blackett, Bryan Burrell, 
Henry Grey, John Simpſon, 
George Delaval, John Swinburn, 
John Huſſy Delaval, Ralph William Grey, 
William Fenwick, Edward Collingwood, 
William Swinburn, Gawen Ayneſley, 
Abraham Dixon, William Ord, 


William Ogle, Edward Ward, 
Ralph Bates, William Carr, 
Henry Elliſon, L—Lancelott Allgood, 
Robert Fenwick, + John Ord, 

Henry Hudſon, Richard Qlutterbuck, 
Percival Clennell, George Colpitts. 
Robert Elliſon, f 


Thus 


© 

Tavs they follow the noble Example of 
their Neighbours in North-Britain. This 
regulation taking effect, the conſequence 
is, that ſome ſag of our Brotherhood have 
not only left their places, but alſo the 
County; 1 fay ſome few, but the bulk of 
them who have more Virtue, and perhaps 
more Wt; making leſs account of their 
merit, acquieſce in ſuch an augmentation 
of wages as is agreed on between Maſter 
and Servant, W hat this augmentation will 
be, I cannot tell ; it will depend on cir- 
cumſtances, but particularly the Opulence 
or Diſcretion of the Maſter or Miſtreſs, 
There neither is, nor can be any rule for 
every one to walk by. My Shoes for 
which I pay 5s. appear to me full as 
good as my Maſter's, for which he pays 
ſeven ſhillings. Thoſe who give the great- 
eſt wages, may be the af, but not there- 
fore the g ſerved. You and I muſt hold 
our tongues, but between ourſelves, thoſe 
who offer wages beyond the bounds: of 
E Reaſon, 


OW: © of 

Reaſon, will not act like friends to the 
Public, more than to their Neighbours ; 

and let who will gain or hoſe ; there ever 

was, and ever will be, a-meaſure in all 

things *, 


As to the Servants who have left their 
places, if they travel Northward, they 
may be ſure of not finding any Vaili 
there, If they come Southward, into 
Yorkſhire, I have ſome reaſon to think 
they will not be received, were it only 
on account of leaving their places for 
want of Vails : they may be glad then 
to return into Northumberland, where 
their perſons and merits are known, If 
they ſhould venture to come as far as 
this great Metropolis, it is computed 
that here are above Two Thouſand, in a 
kind of rotatiog, always out of place, and 
in ſearch of good Services; ſo much is 
our office of a domeſtic Servant preferable 
to moſt other occupations. 


dee Pages 7, 13, 14. 
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I x Now not what our | Maſters 
may think, but were I a Great Man, 
I ſhould rather be ſerved, within doors, 
by Women than by Men : and moſt of 
the laborious part of ſervice within doors 
is already performed by Women. The 
Misfortune is, if they are young and hand- 
ſome, we are apt to love them too much; 
and if they are neither young nor hand- 
ſome, we are as apt to love and eſteem 
them too little. But as contrary to 
the cuſtom of our forefathers, it is now 
the practice to make Men into Mid- 
wives, and Mantua-mahers ; I ſhould not 
be ſurprized to ſee Nomen act univerſally 
as Butlers; indeed they always do ſo in 
ſmall Families, and their ſprightlineſs, in- 
genuity, and cleanlineſs, recommend them; 
therefore if we give ourſelves airs, and 
are not upon our guard, we ſhall p/ay our 
game into the ; hands of the Women, 
There is reaſon to believe, that this will 
be the caſe, in a greater degree, than 
E 2 now 
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now practiſed ; for if Nomen ſerve for 
leſs Wages than Men, or if Men ſhould 
continue to be wanted for ar; in order 
not to diſtreſs Agriculture or Manufatto- 
ries, women will be more courted, for 
domeſtic ſervice : and as the abſence. of 
ſo many men prevents marriages, ſome 
means ſhould be ſought, for promoting 
others. If the war is not brought ſoon to 
an end, we may poſfibly ſee people taxed 
according to the number and guality of 
the Servants they keep, and this will alſo 
create a great difference to us, 


Yov may have obſerved in ſome of our 
News-Pepers, that the Gentlemen of the 
Grand Aſiaes, held at Salisbury for the 
county of Wiltſhire, came to a reſolution to 
augment the Wages of their Servants, and 
to aboliſh Vails- giving; and ſuch a deſign 
was really in agitation, and intended to 
take place after the laſt St. Ceciha's day: 
this was dropt; but in Cumberland and 
5 Mei- 
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W:ftmorland * the Gentlemen have ſhaken 
off the Yoke, and give additional Wages. | 


Ir is well for the friends to Yails, that 
the Gentlemen of Saliſbury did not hear 
of two circumſtances which I will tell 
thee of, that thou may'ſt with thy 
uſual candour, ſee the groſs impropriety of 
the Cuſtom, and the great inadvertency 
of ſome of our Brethren, What think 
you, my dear Jonathan, of Mr. —— 
Butler, putting a large Beef bone into the 
Great Coat Pocket of Mr.? it had 
well nigh lamed this Gentleman, for his 
whole life. The Butler being queſtioned, 
aſſigned the reaſon, and confeſſed the fat? 
_ avithout any reſerve, and was diſcharged 
with as little Ceremony: but if a Fury of 
Footmen, who underſtand their Intereſt, 
had ſat upon him, they would have 
brought him in gui/ty of a capital Injury 
to the Cloth, This was carrying the joke a 
little too far, Jonathan, But Mr, _——'s 


In theſe Counties 51. to 8 are eſteemed good wages. 
E 3 Servants 
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Servants went farther yet ; they forgot 
themſelves ſo much as to write up in large 
Characters in the Servants hall, © Mr. 
4 * 75 Scoundrel, for be was here 
© ſix weeks aud gave us but five Guineas.” 

But five Guineas ! this is five Shillings 
more than I received in a whole year. 
The firſt of theſe Gentlemen is a man of 
great worth in point of Virtue, but in 
pecuniary worth, 1 queſtion if he has 
above gol. per annum; whereas the 
Butlers place being worth 60 J. he 
thought he might inſult his Maſter's 
friend with impunity. As to the other 
Gentleman, whoſe name was ſo miſuſed, 

he is diſtinguiſhed for his generolity and 
good. ſenſe, and he gave like a man in 
; his right mind; if a. man can be ſaid to 
be! in his ſenſes, who gives at all. 


* The Gentleman O Name was actually written 


out at full length, at a certain place nc not far diftant 
from London. 6 
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Ir when we are ſer on Horſeback we 


ride to the Devil, we ought to think it 
a mercy to be ſtopt in our Career, There- 


fore in every view that I conſider this - 
ſubject, whether for the general good, or 


for the welfare of our own fraternity; it 
ſeems to me that the payment of us do- 
meſiic Servants ſhould be put on a different 
footing. ] believe really that it will be fo, 
and the beſt advice I can give thee, Jona- 
than, is, to make as ingenuous a declaration 
to your Maſter, as I ſhall do to mine : and 
thus we ſhall have the mer? of antici- 
pating that reſolution which will certainly 
be taken 'ere long : for this is too wiſe 
a nation to prefer Slavery to Freedom, 
though we frequently play the fool for a 
time. Thus may we live to ſee all ho/- 
tilites with Virtue and common ſenſe, ceaſe ; 
and demeſtic peace and harmony reſtored 1 
This will be doing more eſſential ſervice 


to the cauſe of Virtue and Religion, in this © 


bappy land, than twenty Ws: nor 
| E 4 would 
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would there be any occaſion for ſuch 
Preachers, ſuppofing their Virtue 1 no ways 
2 Yſpicious : : nor would the brains of the 
honeſt and credulous be ſo ſubject to be 
turned ; or thoſe who are mad with Vice, 


be made drunk with piety. 


You know our good old father is happy 
in his Station as a Servant: I believe it 
is now thirty years that he has ſerved the 
Noble Lady in St. Jamess Square, whoſe 
conſtant fervent Charity keeps pace with 
her great good humour and benevolence ta 
mankind ; and her Lamp of life burns 
as bright as when it was but juſt trimmed. 
As ſhe is an excellent Oeconomiſi herſelf, 
all her Servants are the ſame; and one 
never ſees a new face i in the Family, ex- 
cept to replace one that is removed by 
death. It is true, ſhe has not totally 
aboliſhed the Cuſtom of Vail. giving. 
but ſhe has reſtrained it, and were her 
Ladyſhip to add what. ſhe. gives to other 
peoples Servants, to the wages of her own, 


tho' ſhe entertains her friends much 
* oftener 


= 


1 
oftener than ſhe dines abroad, I appre- 
hend our Father would not be the worſe 
off; and if he were, I would not there- 
fore conceal my real opinion with regard 
to the main object. Let us be virtuous, 
Jonatlun, Heaven will preſerve us all ! 


Whether Servant or Maſter, Poor or 
Rich, be a friend to thy Country and Man- 
kind; and do thy beſt to promote the hap. 
pineſs of both ! Think of the Shortneſs of 
human life ! Be temperate and chaſte : 
love virtue; worſhip the God that made thee 
with all thy heart ! the reſt will be, as 
ſcems beſt to ms Wiſdom and Providence, 
20bo MADE the world, and GoveRNs it. 
Farewel, My DEAR JONATHAN ! 

; Jam, | 
7 our moſt affeftionate Brother, 
and moſt faithful friend, 
. TroMas TRUEMAN; 


P. S. 


(58) 

P. S. Since writing the above, I hear 
the Lord-Mayor elect, has reſolved to 
aboliſh Vails in his Houſe, as Lord-Moyor, 
except on certain great days. One of his 
predeceſſors * went further, and with 
his uſual genergſty and regard to public 
Welfare aboliſh'd Vails in his own houſe 
entirely. The Example of a firſt Ma- 
giſtrate, one would imagine, ſhould in- 
fluence the conduct of Citizens, and ex- 
tend the ſame Rule to private Iife, 
the contrary of which is found to be fo 
perplexing and zroubleſome in public Office. 


Tus is the moſt interęſting Letter which 
I ever did, or perhaps ever ſhall write to 
you; and the more, as I muſt inform you 
of an Event of the moſt important kind. 
The common Lord and Maſter of us all, © 
under God, is no more l we ſhould add, an 
Inhabitant of this world ! The KING died 
on Saturday morning: he is now upon a 
common level with thouſands of Millions 


* Sir Charles Agill. 


of 
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of Mankind, who are gone before him; 
Patriarchs, Prophets, and Kings, Saints, 
and Evangeh/ts, Martyrs, and Philoſophers, 
with ſo vaſt a crowd of followers, that hard- 
ly the whole Earth would contain them. 


Ir death is an entrance into /ife, and 
we then only begin to live, when we have 
ſhuffled off this mortal coil, we may hum- 
bly hope that our late gracious Monarch, 
who poſſeſſed many virtues, is in a far more 
exalted State than he was on earth and 
yet, Jonathon, you and I may be ſeated 
as high as he, if we cheriſh in our Souls 
the love of” Virtue, and pracbiſe it with 
all our hearts. It is upon ſuch occa- 
ſions as theſe, we ſee, as it were, with 
the naked eye, and without any falſe 
gloſſes, how much the greatneſs of the man 
outweighs the grandeur of the Prince. I 
ſaid that you and I might poſſibly be 
ſeated as high, after death, as the greateſt 
| Monarch upon earth ; but if we arc happy, 

JonaTnan, it is of no moment to 
us how that may be. The welfare of 
Millions depends on the Virtues of a 

ng; 
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King; and if he tenders his ſubſects 
truly bappy, it is moſt juft and reaſonable 
to'conclude, that one of the higheſt Seats 
of glory, ſeparated for men in the Manſions 
of immortal bliſs, will be NEG for his 
reception. 


Fron the conſideration of what is due 
to the memory of a good King; let us; 
in our fituation in ii ife, reflect on the vene- 
| ration which we ou ght to pay to the Au- 
Ing ; to every good Man, and every good 
Maſter of a family. With reſpect to the 
great ends of life, the Sovereignty of a 
Mafter, in the compaſs of his little domain, 
is of more moment than the regal power. 
The King as ſupreme Magiftrate under 
| the Laws, and the Head in Church and 
State, is Maſter of as many families as 
are in his Dominions ; and his example 
and influence moſt certainly do extend to 
them all : but his eye can hardly reach be- 
'yond his own family; and human laws 
alone never governed a Kingdom, nor 
W ae happy. | 


| As 
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As a proof of our national Virtue, and 
public love, we all ſeem to feel a common 
loſs ; and, I believe, many honeſt tears are 
. ſhed. Great Officers, or little ones, near 
the perſons of KIx Os, are moſt likely to 
have attachments and affe#ions ; but the 
bulk 'of Mankind are biafſed by their 
private intereſts, and qhinions, with re- 
gard to bleſſings paſt, or bleſſmgs to come. 
And as our Notions of Religion are, ſo 
will be our ſenſe of a Providence in the 
Government of a Nation, as in the Go» 
wernment of the world. It is with joy 1 
tell thee, that the ſame good Providence 
fill befriends our Country, in a moſt ſtrife 
ing manner. So great an event at fo 
eritical a juncture, might naturally be 
expected to produce changes which 
would involve the Nation in perplexities: 
but we ſee nothing of this kind. The 
GREAT ſhow their greatneſs by their 
unanimity ; and I can affure you, from 
as good authority as. moſt of our Berters 
ow, that all material. buſineſs will be 


carried 
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carried on, as if che Scepter had not 
changed hands, 


Id the mean while, I can alſo ſend 
you the 7oyfu! news, that no Px INE ever 
aſcended the Throne of theſe Realms, 


or I believe any other Throne, with a- 


more ſteady, equal, and univer/al applauſe, 
than George III. In addition to the pub- 
lic Proclamation, every tongue proclaims 
the warmeſt zeal, the pureft loyalty, the 
moſt ſincere Affection, and the higheſt 


expeftation, 


The KiNnG is about your age; and 
there is a peculiar affefion due to him as 
a young man, which in generous minds, 


has all the good effects of the veneration 


which we pay ro age. But his MajesTY 
is not a Novice in the School of Virtue: 
he has for many years paſt, encouraged acts 
of public love *, and demonſtrated by the 


* Witneſs among many other beneficent and ju- 
dicious afts, his generous Donation of 400 l. to the 
Marine-Seciety, four Years ſince. 


ſtrongeſt 


.- 
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_ © ſtrongeſt proofs, that his mind is inclined,, 


to aive Virtue : whilſt he has ſhown uch 
an awefiul dependance on the Great Ruler 
Empires, as gives an additional ſanctityto 
his perſon, and promiſes to conſtitute him 
a true Vice- gerent of Heaven, and conſt- 
quently a real father to his Country. 


Ir is a maxim well underſtood in this 
Nation, that KIN Gs are anointed for the 
happineſs of the people : and whilſt 7, 
tice and Clemency, Piety and Moderation, 
ſurround the Throne of our Monarch, 
it will be at once our happineſs as men, 
and our glory as ſubjects, above all earthly 
conſiderations, to conſult his felzc:ty, and 
to devote our lives to him, as the Guar- 
dian of our Religion and Laws, and our 
Protector againſt our Enemies. 


An foraſmuch as you and J, and every 
one, even the meaneſt of us, may ad- 
miniſter our ſhare to the advancement of 
HIS O09 6 and our own bine, I hope 

* 6 his 
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6: 2 — will 0 more e eſſential 
to his Ma JESTY 's liege Subjects, . 


perhaps! give 11 more pleaſure, than en- 
forcing the execuiion of all the A | 


exiſting, to prevent Vice and Immoratity, C 
0 promite Virtus and Religius iti theſe 
uuns, however neceſſary. and defirable 
Execution of ſuch Laws may be; For 
| the zemptation'to the breach of thoſe Lawn 
3 removed, and domeſtic han * 
reſtored; and ſurely, nothing hl. 
| nd more to this great and important end, 8 
* e the rue Intereſt and ple. Eh I 
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3 25 fre of Maſter and Servant as one Heß, 
| va ac her be OP” 
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